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Inaugural Session: “New Dimensions of India – Africa Partnership in Post Covid 

World Order” 

Addressing the Inaugural Session of the 15th CII – Exim Bank Digital Conclave on India – 

Africa Project Partnership, Dr. S Jaishankar, Minister of External Affairs, Government of India 

stated that India promises to be Africa’s most steadfast partner. India kept its supply lines 

open during the peak of the COVID pandemic and ensured that critical supplies such as 

medicines and medical equipment reached countries in need in Africa. 

 

He re-iterated the commitment made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his address to the 

Ugandan Parliament and stated that Africa remains at the top of India’s priorities and that the 

partnership with Africa would continue to be guided by Africa’s needs. To this end, he noted 

that the Government of India had already undertaken 194 development projects in 37 

countries and 77 more projects in 29 countries were in the pipeline. These projects were in 

the areas of ICT, water, agriculture, infrastructure development among others. He referred to 

digitalization as being a force multiplier and stated that India’s e-VidyaBharati and e-

AarogyaBharati projects were empowering Africans in terms of tele-education and tele-

medicine. Similarly, India’s ITEC programme was helping build IT capacity in Africa.  

 

The Minister observed that Indian industry had also invested in a big way in Africa with 

investments in consumer goods, automotives and pharmaceuticals among others. He stated 

that India’s oil and gas companies had invested US$ 7 billion in oil exploration in 

Mozambique and South Sudan. In addition, India’s Duty-Free Tariff Preference programme 

had provided enormous market access to African goods in Indian markets.  



 
 
 
 
 

 

4 

Looking ahead, the Minister stated that cooperation in areas such as defence and security 

would form a key pillar of the India – Africa partnership. Maritime security, in his view, would 

be the new frontier. 

 

Hon Otunba Niyi Adebayo, Minister of Industry, Trade and Investment, Federal Republic of 

Nigeria highlighted that India was Nigeria’s largest trading partner while Nigeria was India’s 

largest trading partner in Africa. He stated that Nigeria was undertaking a series of reforms to 

promote industrial development such as setting up of a one-stop investment centre, setting 

up of Special Economic Zones, creating policies to enable the diversification of the economy 

among others. He invited Indian industry to invest in Nigeria. 

 

Hon Ms Raychelle Awour Omamo, Cabinet Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Republic of Kenya 

highlighted the old trading routes taken by dhows between India and Kenya and stated that 

India-Kenya relations have, for many centuries, been dominated by trade. She encouraged 

the private sector in India to invest in Africa’s development. She was of the view that Indian 

industry could invest in critical areas of Africa’s need such as infrastructure and energy. In 

her opinion, any investment that is undertaken must help promote jobs for the youth as well 

as for women. The Cabinet Secretary also stated that newer areas of cooperation such as 

the blue economy and the financial sector could be explored. 

 

Hon Dr Mohammad Anwar Husnoo, Vice-Prime Minister, Republic of Mauritius stated that 

Mauritius could help facilitate India’s cooperation with the African Continental Free Trade 

Area thanks to the India – Mauritius Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership 

Agreement. He was of the view that some of the areas where Africa and India could 

cooperate on included pharmaceuticals, digital economy, solar energy and healthcare. 

 

Hon Mr Sylvestre Ilunga, Prime Minister, Democratic Republic of Congo highlighted the 

changes being brought about in his country to create a more conducive environment for 

investment especially in areas such as agriculture, agro-industry and tourism among others. 
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Mr David Rasquinha, Managing Director, Exim Bank of India highlighted the need for India to 

increase its shareholding in the African Development Bank and get more involved in Africa’s 

development. He highlighted the need to augment internal financing mechanisms in Africa 

and suggested that Indian banks should be allowed to expand their network in Africa as well 

as be allowed to take stakes in African banks. He suggested that innovative risk mitigation 

measures need to be augmented so as to allow greater private sector investment in the 

continent. 

 

Mr Uday Kotak, President, CII stated that the African Continental Free Trade Agreement will 

collapse boundaries further and offers new investment opportunities for Indian industry especially 

in sectors such as pharmaceuticals, agriculture and renewable energy among others. 

 

Mr. S Kuppuswamy, Co-chair, CII Africa Committee stated that there is a clear case for 

enhancing India – Africa collaboration in many new areas focused around the transfer of 

technologies and sharing of experiences and best practices. 

 

Mr. Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General, CII stated that India and Africa had tremendous 

potential to develop their relationship especially in areas such as healthcare, infrastructure 

and digital technology. 
 

Key Recommendations 

 Cooperation in areas such as defence and security would form a key pillar of the India – 

Africa partnership. 

 The private sector in India needs to invest in Africa’s development.  

 Indian industry could invest in critical areas such as infrastructure and energy.  

 Any investment that is undertaken must help promote jobs for the youth as well as for 

women. Newer areas of cooperation such as the blue economy and the financial sector 

could be explored. 

 Other areas of cooperation include agriculture, agro-industry, pharmaceuticals, 

healthcare, IT and tourism. 
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Session on “Architecting Innovative Financing of Africa’s Growth” 

Mr Sudatta Mandal, Chief General Manager, Exim Bank of India moderated the session and 

in his remarks he stated that Africa is home to some of the world’s fastest-growing 

economies, offering promising investment opportunities in high-growth sectors like 

infrastructure development, agriculture, manufacturing, and services. Looking at the financial 

resource needs for Africa’s structural transformation including meeting the deficit in energy 

and infrastructure sector which has been enormous, he stressed on the need to switch from 

traditional mode of financing to innovative mode of financing. 

 

Dr Akhilesh Mishra, Additional Secretary DPA, Ministry of External Affairs, Government of 

India stressed and highlighted the need to have more frequent virtual meetings and 

conclaves in these unprecedented times. Dr Mishra stressed on three things including 

traditional approach of doing business which needs to be adjusted; need to have real time 

cooperation among various countries in order to learn from experiences and considering the 

massive economic shock which the World is witnessing, there is a need to consider 

innovative financial arrangements including PPP projects. 

 

Mr Eric Rwigamba, Director General for Financial Services, Ministry of Finance and 

Economic Planning, Republic of Rwanda in his remarks emphasized on the role of private 

sector, creation of regional value chains and proper structuring of bankable projects in the 

continent particularly in infrastructure and energy sector. 

 

Dr Mabouba Diagne, Vice-President, ECOWAS Bank for Investment and Development 

highlighted the energy access which the people in the continent have and hence stressed on 

the need to monetize opportunities that exists in food sector. Mr Diagne also focussed on 

opportunities that exist in health sector, energy and its distribution and transmission. He urged 

to be mindful of the debt ceiling which many African countries have reached and hence need to 

consider PPPs. Considering the fertilizer sector, Mr Diagne stressed on the need of importing 

raw material and producing the finished goods in house and hence creating capabilities of 

manufacturers of fertilizers and producing suitable products specific to the area. 
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Africa remains a viable market for India cited Mr Gerald Nsomba, CEO, Export Development 

Fund, Republic of Malawi in his remarks at 15th CII-Exim Bank digital conclave on India Africa 

Project Partnership. He stressed on the need to have proper project preparation which in turn 

will help in timely implementation of projects. He also mentioned the importance of tapping 

alternate sources of funds including pension funds especially for infrastructure development 

which requires long term financing. 

 

Ms Fatoumata Sissoko-Sy, Regional Director for West Africa, Proparco in her remraks stressed on 

the need to have PPP investments and requirement of public guarantee in these projects which in 

turn would defeat the purpose of PPP as a counterbalance to Sovereign debt framework. There is 

a need to switch to various other risk mitigation measures available in the market which might 

substitute public guarantee for these projects. She also pointed out that the legal environment has 

been made more conducive in various countries to sustain these PPP projects. 

 

Mr Serge Ekue, President, BOAD highlighted the sustainability of debt as a matter of concern 

and hence a need to look at alternative solutions of financing. He also highlighted rapid 

digitization of African countries considering start-up culture being significant in Africa. One of 

the reasons for greater technology and digital solutions is investment in infrastructure and 

hence need to structure different modes of financing. 

 

Mr Yasuyuki Murahashi, Chief Director General, JETRO India in his presentation highlighted 

that many Japanese companies in India export to Africa. He mentioned that CII and JETRO 

have signed an MOU and have created a platform to facilitate business-to-business 

collaboration in Africa. He also mentioned about “CII-JETRO Analysis paper on platform for 

Japan India business cooperation in Asia Africa region” which focused on trilateral 

partnerships, success stories and has categorized promising sectors between India and Africa. 

 

Mr Neeraj Vij, Regional Sector Manager for Industry, Agriculture & Human Development, 

African Development Bank highlighted the requirement of finances of various African member 

country. He stressed on the need of Co-financing with international partners particularly when 

investing in energy and infrastructure sector. 
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Mr Saravanakumar A, Managing Director, Bank of Baroda (Kenya) Ltd. mentioned the 

requirement of agriculture sector in African countries primarily in terms of contract farming, 

warehouse management and irrigation system. Huge opportunities exist in collateral 

management, warehouse management, strengthening of irrigation system which in turn will 

lead to greater yield and hence strengthening of agriculture sector. 

 

Mr Saahil Patel, Regional Head (Southern Africa), Shapoorji Pallonji & Co Pvt Ltd in his 

remarks mentioned about various conventional line of credit extended by Government of 

India to Africa which are unutilized particularly in healthcare sector and hence a need to put 

measures in place to expedite the process. He further added that evolution is necessary 

when it comes to financing in emerging markets. From conventional mode of LOCs to buyer 

credit, there is need to consider PPP projects. Taking PPP projects into account, there is a 

need to have conducive environment, expatriation of profits and track records. He also 

mentioned barter trade as one of the alternative mechanisms of financing and repay loans. 

 

Key Recommendations 

 There is a need to switch from conventional mode of financing to innovative mode of 

financing including PPPs, pension funds etc. 

 Proper project preparation is required which will help in timely implementation of projects. 

 Need to consider various other risk mitigation measures available in the market which 

might substitute public guarantee for PPP projects. 

 Need of co-financing with international partners particularly when investing in energy and 

infrastructure sector. 

 There is a need to have real time cooperation among various countries in order to learn 

from experiences. 

 Various conventional line of credit extended by Government of India to Africa are 

unutilized particularly in healthcare sector and hence a need to put measures in place to 

expedite the process. 

 Barter trade needs to be encouraged as one of the alternative mechanisms of financing 

and repay loans. 
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Session on “Emerging Contours of India Africa Partnership in Energy for a 

Clean and Green Future” 

The session on India – Africa Partnership in Energy focused on some key questions. What 

further steps are required to deepen India-Africa partnerships for reinforcing each other’s 

long-term energy security? Is Africa significantly engaged in the International Solar Alliance 

(ISA) that was promoted in a big way by India? Is there scope for cross-border partnerships 

in the development of wind, geo-thermal, biomass and tidal energy projects? Are there ways 

to address the affordability of green energy equipment?   

 

Mr P Harish. Additional Secretary (ER), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India, 

while moderating the session, started the session by noting the ill effects of the pandemic on 

the economic and social environment on top of the health concerns which have led to a delay 

in scheduled diplomatic interactions like the India Africa Forum Summit.  

 

He noted that India gets a 5th of its crude oil from the West Africa region alone, highlighting 

that Africa plays a key role in India’s energy security goals. ONGC, he pointed out, had an 

US$ 8 billion investment in conventional oil and gas projects in Africa. 

 

The International Solar Alliance (ISA), he commented, has a central role in scaling up clean 

energy security. A major portion of the Lines of Credit (LoCs)that India offers, goes to the 

African region. To date, 181 LoCs have been extended to 41 countries in the region.  

 

The necessary building blocks already exist, it is only a matter of building capacity in areas 

we want to mutually focus on, and clean energy is one of them, he concluded.  

 

Hon. Cesar Augusto Hinestrosa Gomez, Vice-Minister of Industry and Energy, Republic of 

Equatorial Guinea, observed that the final effects of the COVID 19 pandemic are yet to be 

discovered, so we must not lose momentum in our interactions. There is still room for 

improvement in cooperation in clean energy between India and Africa and improve the quality 
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of life of the citizens of both regions. There are multiple complementarities between the two 

regions for a roadmap on clean energy.  

 

He pointed out that if India expects to reach the goal of increasing natural gas to 15% of its 

energy mix by 2030, Africa will be a major player. In Equatorial Guinea, there is proven 

excess of 255 million cubic meters of gas, while producing 13,000 cubic meters. There is 

much to explore, and concessions are available for the same. It is important to focus on solar 

and thermodynamic energy. 

 

According to Mr. Antonio Fernandes Belsa da Costa, Secretary of State of Energy, Republic 

of Angola, renewable energy is part of Angola’s political strategy to ensure quality of life and 

energy security as well as promoting green energy. He emphasised that international and 

regional cooperation is necessary to increase people’s access to clean energy and ensure 

sustainable economic growth. Skill development and technical cooperation in the field of 

clean energy is important to build capacities, he noted. Angola, he said, has changed several 

laws to make private investment in electricity and energy sector more possible. 

 

Mr. Tarun Kapoor, Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Government of India, 

pointed out that the Indian and African economies represent the world’s youngest workforce. 

He highlighted that cooperation between the two partners has been built on a rubric of 

consultation and discussion. Energy cooperation and renewable energy is part of the 10 

goals identified by PM Modi at the last IAFS. Africa is also emerging as a stabilizing factor in 

India’s energy security goals. The region plays a key role in India’s hopes to diversify its 

energy imports partners Indian investment in Africa in this sector is on the rise. Expansion of 

bilateral hydrocarbon trade is also a part of this. Several Indian companies are engaged in 

project exports and technical training in this sector.  

 

Mr. Upendra Tripathy, Director General, International Solar Alliance, added that Africa 

countries have been the most active partners in the ISA. The objective of investment in the 

ISA is to reduce the cost of technology by creating a resource pool. This is the reason that 

ISA is working on a World Solar Investment Summit to create a roadmap. A study is also 



 
 
 
 
 

 

11 

underway on “Ease of Doing Solar Business”. Due to the pool created by the ISA, cost of 

components for solar parts has been reduced by 40%. Mobilising investment and solar funds 

for brown and greenfield projects is one of the key areas of work for the ISA. There are two 

innovations that ISA has done to meet the needs articulated by the African members – one is 

demand aggregation to reduce costs, and the other is ISA care, where hospitals and schools 

are being electrified on a priority basis. So far, 47 million power systems have been installed 

across the continent via the ISA.  

 

Mr. Bhavtik Vallabhjee, Head- Power, Utilities and Infrastructure, Absa, that one of the main 

questions the session tries to address is, ‘Is there scope for cross-border partnerships in the 

development of wind, geo-thermal, biomass and tidal energy projects?’. He noted that Africa 

could benefit immensely from promoters of projects related to this.  The political and currency 

risks in Africa are a concern, but Indian private sector has still persisted in investing in Africa 

bringing its experience in rural electrification as well as ability to navigate tough policy 

landscapes. 

 

It must be noted however, that solar energy is a variable energy and focus should be on 

hybrid sources of power. Major innovations are needed in battery storage of solar power. 

Solar energy has become steadily more competitive due to the decreasing cost of 

technology. The emphasis therefore needs to be on innovation. 

 

Mr. Ranjit Gajare, Head - Business Development (Africa), Sterling Wilson P Ltd, said that a 

shift has been seen in investment patterns in the energy sector. Many energy companies 

have set the goal of zero emissions by 2050 and are doing a lot of capital investment in 

acquiring renewable energy companies. Demand growth in Africa has been 3% year on year, 

meanwhile, 50% of Africa has no electricity. This of course leads to economic losses due to 

industrial work getting disrupted. Due to the variability in generation patterns, solar power is 

not enough to ensure sustainability. Hybrid energy systems using traditional as well as clean 

sources would have to be the way to go in the interim till more innovation is done in the 

sector to make clean energy sources sustainable in the long run.  
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Ms. Sneha Chug, Director, Mining Engineering Services SARL, noted that it is important to 

focus on infrastructure to ensure the delivery of renewable energy which is community 

managed. Power generation alone is not enough. In addition, as noted earlier, much of Africa 

is not electrified. This gives us an opportunity to move beyond the unsustainable middle 

sources and directly electrify using clean energy, reducing the negative costs that come from 

using non-sustainable sources. 

 

Mr. Yogesh Kripalani, Chief Operating Officer- International Business, Transrail Lighting 

Limited, highlighted that the company’s focus was on last mile connectivity by localising the 

services to the needs of the region they are being offered in, as well as training locals. The 

idea is to train them to both install and operate the assets.  

 

 

Key Recommendations 

 International and regional cooperation is necessary to increase people’s access to clean 

energy and ensure sustainable economic growth. Skill development and technical 

cooperation in the field of clean energy is important to build capacities. 

 Demand aggregation in a region helps reduce the cost of components. This has been 

extremely helpful to the ISA. 

 Hybrid energy systems using traditional as well as clean sources would have to be the 

way to go in the interim till more innovation is done in the sector to make clean energy 

sources sustainable in the long run. 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 

 

13 

Session on Fast-Tracking Africa’s Infrastructure Development 

Ambassador Gurjit Singh, Former India Ambassador to Ethiopia, Indonesia and Germany, 

opened the session by highlighting infrastructure as one of the key areas wherein Indian 

entities could contribute in Africa through project partnerships given similar experiences and 

challenges faced by India in the sector. Ambassador Singh suggested the need for innovative 

financing ideas to support infrastructure in Africa in a post-COVID scenario. He said it was 

important to look at African banks being aligned to the infrastructure needs of Africa and 

accordingly identify ways to attract investors through Public Private Partnership (PPP) 

models, feasible ROIs, dent control, etc.  

 

Mr Danny Mfune, PS for the Ministry of Housing and Infrastructure Development, Republic of 

Zambia spoke on behalf of Hon. Vincent Mwale, Minister for Housing and Infrastructure 

Development, Republic of Zambia. He mentioned that India and Zambia shared a very deep 

relationship in the economic, social and political sphere and would continue to meet the 

priorities of both nations. He highlighted the positive developments, various investments from 

India as well as the trade relations with likely increased exports from Zambia to India. The 

conclave provided a common platform and acted as a structural mechanism for Public Private 

Partnership models. He also stated that Zambia would be authorizing projects for the 

development of roadways, hospitals and transportation. They hope to commission more 

projects in partnership with India and to meet the aspirations of Zambia towards economic 

transformation. Lastly, he shared that in a post-covid world it was important to accelerate 

funding for infrastructure in agriculture, IT, natural resources, etc.  

 

Mr. Egide Nijimbere, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Infrastructure, Equipment and Social 

Housing, Republic of Burundi shared about Burundi’s 10-year National Infrastructure policy 

which was launched in 2017-18. Being a small country, regional connectivity with other 

nations is a priority as there are high costs of transportation impacting the prospects for 

exports especially in agriculture. In order to develop its connectivity, a tripartite agreement 

between Democratic Republic of Congo, Tazania and Burundi was signed to have joint rail 

projects which would reduce the transportation costs by 40%. He stated that Burundi was 

working on modernizing its ports, stations and new construction of Government buildings as 
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high rentals costs are being incurred. Affordable housing and feasible study for construction 

of tall buildings was also being worked upon. The issue of lack of funding and attracting 

foreign donors and private investors was raised. Mr Nijimbere lastly, invited PPP model-

based investments into Burundi as well. 

 

Dr Srikar Reddy, Joint Secretary (Africa), Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of 

India mentioned about how India could contribute to Africa’s development through the African 

Continental Free Trade Agreement which is to impact 81% of the economic growth by 2035 

and employ nearly 35 million African workforce as the continent moved towards being a 

global manufacturing hub. However, new modern trade related infrastructure is needed so 

that there is increase in productivity; lower power, transport/logistical costs and skill 

development of local workforce. The hindrance in infrastructural development in the food 

sector was also raised. He stated that the pandemic brought with it a situation of squeezed 

fiscal space in African countries and greater support from bilateral as well as multilateral 

platforms such as World Bank and African Development Bank was needed with more 

infrastructure focused projects. The Government of India is committed to meet the priorities of 

the continent by continuing to offer line of credit (LoC) and encourage Indian companies to 

partner in rail, road, transport, power, etc. related projects. India is the 5th largest investor in 

Africa and would continue to cooperate in areas such as healthcare, education, solar energy, 

digital infrastructure and capacity building projects. He encouraged PPP/hybrid models as an 

effective tool to achieve more from financial sources. 

 

Mr Rajeev Mehrotra, Chairman and Managing Director, RITES Ltd. shared his experience of 

doing business in 25 countries from the African continent mainly in the field of railways, 

highways, airports and ports including training of African officials. He mentioned that the 

challenges in Africa were similar to those in India such as gap in infrastructure, financing and lack 

of meeting needs of urgent funds. Covid had also led to disruptions in the supply chain continuity. 

He stated that need for Africa’s development as reports varied from $93-170 billion dollars, which 

was a huge task. He suggested investment incentives, macro level policies, common 

infrastructure corridors, dedicated freight corridors, public financial management schemes, 

encouraging SMEs and free flow of Indian personnel to African countries and vice versa. The 
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need for transparent taxation, legal and contract related issue, liberal business climate, and risk 

analysis before funding of projects and sharing of best practices were also mentioned.  

 

Mr. Theuns Ehlers, Head- Project Finance, ABSA focused on the key areas for investors to 

look at in Africa. He categorized projects as stand-alone and those requiring Government 

support. He listed stand-alone projects as those that don’t rely on Government subsidies and 

meet the infrastructure demands such that returns are also high for the investors. He gave 

examples of Telecom, ports and railways for such projects that are more likely to succeed 

and beneficial to investors. He listed social infrastructure projects under the second category 

of those which require Government support such as roads, water, housing, health, etc. which 

the African Governments prioritized. He gave an example of South Africa, which used the 

PPP model and top concession model. The sources for financing such projects are usually 

donors’ funding and Government expenditure. He concluded by saying that it was thus, 

important for investors to understand these two categories and identify projects.  

 

Mr. Rahul Sikka, Vice President & Head – Africa Region (Power Transmission & Distribution 

Business), Larsen & Toubro Limited shared their company’s experience in Africa and how the 

lagged infrastructure growth can be speeded given the lack of ready finance options for 

African Governments to utilize from. With regards to the innovative ideas for financing, he 

mentioned Barter as a tool and the use of local currency for borrowing of funds offering 

excessive liquidity and thereby creating packages, which would benefit the workforce as well 

as not impact, the already existing debt. He closed his address by assuring the African 

nations on timely delivery and meeting the infrastructure requirements of the continent.  

 

Hon. Joe Ghartey, Railways and Development Minister, Government of Ghana shared the 

success of the PPP model in the country. He shared an example of cross-border railway 

public-private partnership (PPP) project between Burkina Faso and Ghana. He mentioned 

PPP model acted as a combination of guarantee from the Government bringing confidence to 

the Private sector to invest. Ghana’s political stability, legal framework, conducive business 

climate made it possible for the PPP model to work well. Additionally, he mentioned that it 
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was important for Governments to invest in projects and partner with private companies with 

transparency and laid out processes. 

  

Mr Gourish Chakravorty, CEO, Ion Exchange Safic highlighted on the issue of water 

depletion and crisis in Africa especially South Africa which is the 30th driest country. He 

presented how wastewater management was a challenge in the continent and how seawater 

desalination technology acted as an emerging method that is cost effective and energy 

efficient. Thus, the ways to attract private investment into the water sector was raised.   

 

Mr Parag Bahrgava, DGM, Central Business Development, AFCONS Infrastructure Limited 

shared their experience of doing business in Africa and the significant improvement in the 

infrastructure sector. India has been a steadfast partner with over $10 billion dollars investment. 

He mentioned that the PPP model has seen uptake but is still slow. Governments in Africa have 

brought in conceptualized framework for the PPP model in particular partnering within and 

outside the continent. However, there is still gap in requirement on the ground as only 10 percent 

of projects reach implementation stage. He suggested the need for strengthening 

feasibility/capability studies for project development and identifying such agencies locally. 

Secondly, the bankability of projects needed to be enhanced by the Government e.g. railways 

wherein the need for subsidy/concessions and incentives for private investors can be brought in. 

Lastly, risk-sharing and allocation of funding resources was also highlighted.  

Key Recommendations 

 Setting up of a Project development facility in India to identify innovative financing options 

such as PPP model, line of credit (LoC), FDI, etc. based on the needs of the particular 

region. 

 Banks to offer better interest rates and investment guarantees to reduce debt the impact 

on the already existing debt by providing local financing at cheaper rates. 

 India needs to soften its funding capabilities and increased FDI and not LoC to African 

countries as it increases the debt owed by the borrowing countries.  

 Investment promotion Agencies may be invited for a session in the next Conclave to 

share and discuss the various opportunities and challenges in the India Africa 

infrastructure development space.  
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Session on “Future-proofing Africa’s Development with World-class and 

Affordable Healthcare Solutions” 

The session on “Future-proofing Africa’s Development with World-class and Affordable 

Healthcare Solutions” focused on  healthcare cooperation endeavours between India and 

Africa in terms of setting up of manufacturing units and health care infrastructure, medical 

treatment, telemedicine, capacity building, traditional medicine, and medical value tourism, 

among other collaborative initiatives. The deliberations revolved around the relevance of the 

Skill India programme for healthcare, provision of a conducive environment for pharmaceutical 

companies in Africa, and measures which can be undertaken by India to upgrade the primary, 

secondary, and tertiary healthcare system of Africa. The Session also highlighted the 

contributions made by the Indian companies in the medical ecosystem of Africa and explored 

what could be the future areas of engagement between the two countries.  

 

Ambassador Rajiv Bhatia, Former Indian High Commissioner to South Africa and Kenya, who 

moderated the Session proceedings, stated that the subject of future-proofing Africa’s 

development with world-class and affordable healthcare solutions holds great relevance in 

the light of United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3 of ensuring healthy lives 

and promoting well being for citizens at all ages. This objective has gained even more 

prominence as we combat the global pandemic of novel coronavirus which has affected over 

200 countries. He highlighted that as per the latest statistics, the case load of coronavirus 

cases on India is 5.56 million in comparison to 1.37 million cases in Africa, which has caused 

great stress to the healthcare system of both the countries.  

 

The Ambassador mentioned that this lays the foundation for a natural collaboration on the 

medical front between India and Africa. There is huge complementarity of needs and 

capabilities between the two nations.  The responses of these governments and societies will 

determine how the citizens and economy recover. Elaborating on the healthcare cooperation 

between India and Africa he stated that historically there have been strong ties in terms of 

capacity building of medical officials, telemedicine, research and development, medical 

tourism as well as traditional medicine. Further initiatives such as the signing of the MoU 
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between the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare (MoH&FW), Government of India (GOI) and the African Union (AU) represented by 

Scientific Technical and Research Commission (AU-STRC) have helped in strengthening the 

collaboration in advancing health sciences research, and enhancement of local capacity and 

ownership. The Ambassador stated that going forward the engagement between these two 

countries offers great scope for enhancement.  

 

Hon. Dr J C Mangwiro, Deputy Minister of Health and Child Care, Republic of Zimbabwe, 

commended the cordial relationship of India and Africa in terms of optimal healthcare 

delivery. He mentioned that health has been globally acknowledged as one of the most 

important aspects of human security and a consistent effort needs to be made for adopting 

international best practices. Dr Mangwiro mentioned the need to enhance budget allocations 

for Health Ministry, undertaking greater policy advocacy, ensuring seamless coordination of 

Ministries, and allocating more human resources to healthcare delivery.  

 

He stated that as Africa has abundance of flora and fauna, therefore, bio medical and bio 

pharmaceutical research and engineering sciences should also be promoted. The Hon’ble Minister 

highlighted that the future of Africa’s healthcare lies in extensive targeted healthcare research for 

local production and supplies of pharmaceuticals. Investment in human resource training through 

education and wellness facilities for doctors was also emphasized. It was mentioned that 

Zimbabwe is working towards developing a national healthcare system that is in line with the 

international best practices by 2030. Dr Mangwiro suggested that support from India for developing 

super specialties hospitals, promoting organic medicine, development of Centers of Excellence, 

and restructuring of the traditional healthcare system distribution is the need of the hour.  

 

Mr Zachee Iyakaremye, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health, Republic of Rwanda stated 

that Africa has greatly benefitted from the setting up and operation of different Indian 

pharmaceutical companies in the country as they offer a great variety of products and cures. 

It was highlighted that India should facilitate the setting up of local pharmaceutical companies 

to provide an impetus to employment generation, enhance infrastructure development and 

availability of economical medical products.  
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Ms Preetha Reddy, Vice Chairperson. Apollo Hospitals Enterprise Limited said that with the 

outbreak of COVID-19 even nations with robust healthcare systems realize the need to 

allocate a greater share of the budgets to healthcare preparedness. Ms Reddy mentioned 

that in the near future India and Africa may have one of the greatest healthcare burdens and 

it is vital to expand the areas of collaboration, especially by way of technological 

advancement as there will be constraints on travelling. It was mentioned that it is crucial to 

invest in digital technology to achieve successful outcome monitoring. Another area of 

collaboration was healthcare education and knowledge sharing though the online medium.  

 

Ms Reddy appreciated the National Skill Development Mission of the government and stated 

that while the government offers conducive regulatory policies for healthcare, there is a need 

to enhance the role of private sector in education, leveraging extensively on Artificial 

Intelligence and Machine Learning for data research purposes, establishing system certified 

safety systems for assurance and capacity building given that India and Africa need to double 

doctors, triple the number of nurses, and quadruple allied healthcare workers. It was also 

stated that ensuring active lifestyle management and developing safeguards to ensure that 

only qualified professionals offer healthcare advice would go a long way in improve the 

medical ecosystem and healthcare cooperation between the countries.  

 

According to Mr Mahidhwaj Sisodia, Head of International Business, Cadila Pharmaceuticals 

Ltd, there are several commonalities between Africa and India owing to their cultural 

similarities and the two nations also enjoy strong trade ties. He mentioned that India has 

been a pioneer of pharmaceutical industry in the African healthcare story.  The Indian 

pharmaceutical industry ensured that medicines were priced less than one fourth of original 

prices in Africa which helped in bringing down overall prevalence of HIV cases. 

  

Mr Sisodia mentioned that as we get out of the COVID-19 situation there will be a greater need 

to strengthen healthcare infrastructure and collaborate on other matters of medical innovation. 

He mentioned that since healthcare is a knowledge-based industry it is imperative to undertake 

skilled development, partner on research and development, and invest in infrastructure 
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development while generating local employment and being appreciative of the regional cultural 

sensitivity and norms. In accordance with this, Ethiopia witnesses Indian pharmaceutical 

companies having many indigenous and authentic employees from the nation itself.  

 

Mr Barun Pal Chowdhury, Director, Shapoorji Pallonji & Co Pvt Ltd emphasized on 

infrastructure development and potential for India and Africa collaboration in the field. He 

stated that the hospitals should have a modular and similar design based on specifications of 

treatment, standardization, and sustainability important. Mr Chowdhury also suggested hub 

and spoke model of hospitals for African countries. He highlighted the need for data disease 

tapping in Africa through technology, and digitization. It was stated that the focus should also 

be on ensuring sustainability of operations through measures such as gap funding via LoCs.  

 

Key Recommendations 

 India must facilitate the local production and manufacture of pharmaceuticals in Africa for 

making healthcare more affordable, increasing employment generation, facilitating growth 

of downstream industries, and enhancing skill development, among other advantages.   

 Investment in digital technology must be increased in both, India, and Africa to allow 

greater collaboration on telemedicine, healthcare education and knowledge sharing on 

best practices.  

 The governments must lay greater emphasis on holistic outcome monitoring of the 

medical practices on regular intervals.  

 The government of India may consider providing a Line of Credit (LoC) as gap funding for 

infrastructure development and operation of hospitals for the first 4-5 years after setting 

up. This will enhance sustainability of healthcare operations.  

 A hub and spoke model of hospitals may be adopted in Africa to make healthcare more 

affordable and accessible. The Indian authorities must provide the necessary support to 

make this model successful.  

 Active lifestyle management must be encouraged to catch the diseases at an early stage 

thereby reducing the economic burden of healthcare on relevant authorities of the 

countries.  
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Ministerial Session on “Enhancing India’s Trade & Investment with Africa 

through Bilateral, Regional & Continental level Partnership” 

According to Shri Piyush Goyal, Minister of Commerce & Industry and Railways, Government 

of India, India could be looked upon as a trusted partner of Africa and could work together to 

bring peace and prosperity to the continent. He highlighted the support that was provided by 

India to African nations during the COVID-19 crisis. 

 

Referring to the launch of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), the Minister 

stated that this provided an enormous opportunity for India to increase trade and investment 

with Africa. The minister said that this would help in the establishment of India-Africa value 

chains in areas such as textiles, pharma, auto, agro processing and information and 

communication technology. The Minister pointed out that India had already accorded duty-

free imports on 98% of India’s tariff lines for goods being imported from Africa as a part of its 

Duty-Free Tariff Preference Scheme for LDCs. This provided enormous market access for 

African goods in India. 

 

He stated that India and Africa could work together in areas such as technology transfer, 

skilling, agriculture, healthcare, solar energy, technology parks, railway infrastructure among 

others. 

 

In her address, Hon. Ms Lucia Iipumbu, Minister of Industrialisation and Trade, Republic of 

Namibia stated that Namibia could act as a gateway to the Southern Africa region thorough 

its membership of the Sothern African Development Community (SADC), the Southern 

African Customs Union (SACU) and now through the AfCFTA. She invited Indian Industry to 

invest in sectors such as pharmaceuticals, agriculture and food processing, healthcare and 

ICT in Namibia.  

 

Hon Mr Ivan Magalhães do Prado, Secretary of State for Industry, Republic of Angola in his 

address stated that AfCFTA will expand Intra – Africa trade and India was invited to be at the 

forefront of this transformation. According to him, India needed Africa as much as Africa 



 
 
 
 
 

 

22 

needed India, He highlighted that some of the areas that India and Angola could work 

together included telecom, oil and gas and pharmaceuticals among others. 

 

Hon. Ms Amelia Anne Kyambadde, Minister of Trade, Industry and Cooperatives, Republic of 

Uganda encouraged India to use AfCFTA as a platform to access the African Continent. She 

suggested that India should develop infrastructure in terms of railways, air and maritime 

through a PPP approach, The Minister suggested that India should not just extract mineral 

resources but also value add to them. Skilling of youth was another area which Indian 

industry could look at.  

 

Hon. Ms Soraya Hakuziyaremye, Minister of Trade and Industry, Republic of Rwanda stated 

that her country was undertaking several reforms to promote Ease of Doing Business and 

currently it ranked as the 2nd highest country in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business 

Rankings in Africa. she pointed out that Indian companies had already invested in sectors 

such as manufacturing, ICT and real estate among others. She was of the view that with the 

AfCFTA becoming a reality, Indian companies could help Africa address its supply side 

constraints.   

 

Hon. Mr Jean-Lucien Bussa Tongba, Minister of External Trade, Democratic Republic of 

Congo stated that Africa had many opportunities to offer India in sectors such as agriculture, 

fisheries, hydrocarbons among others. He stated that the Democratic Republic of Congo had 

huge availability of arable land and forest resources which could be exploited. In addition, 

Indian industry could also look at investing in mining, cement, petrochemicals, 

pharmaceuticals etc. 

 

Hon. Mr Roy Kachale, Minister of Industry, Republic of Malawi stated that India should focus 

on transfer of technology, value addition to primary products and infrastructure development. 

He also stressed on the need to focus on high tech cooperation. 

 

Hon. Mr Robert Ahomka-Lindsay, Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry, Republic of 

Ghana stated that the Exim Bank of India could help finance procurement of machinery, 



 
 
 
 
 

 

23 

technology and know-how. He also suggested that CII and the Association of Ghana 

Industries should work together to facilitate private sector cooperation between Indian and 

Ghanian Industry. 

 

Hon. Mr Lawrence Karanja, Chief Administrative Secretary, Ministry of Industrialization, Trade 

and Enterprise Development, Republic of Kenya stated that the continent barely accounts for 

5% of global carbon emissions and thanks to AfCFTA provides Indian industry with an 

opportunity to invest. Africa also has large tracts of arable land which Indian Industry can 

undertake agricultural activity on. It can also provide Indian Industry with a large market for 

manufactured goods. 

 

According to Mr. Aliyu Mohammed Abubakar, Director General - Trade Bilateral, Ministry of 

Industry, Trade & Investment, Republic of Nigeria, his country was committed to improving 

ties with India. He invited Indian Industry to invest in sectors such as minerals, agriculture, 

power & energy, infrastructure development and human resource development. 

 

Mr Noel Tata, Chairman, CII Africa Committee stated that India could be an interesting 

market for African products and the DFTP scheme provides enormous market access for the 

same. He also pointed out that Indian companies could help with infrastructure development 

in Africa as well as in areas such as IT, healthcare and manufacturing.  

 

Mr. Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General, CII stated that an investment-led trade approach 

could help sustain the dynamic trade growth between India and Africa, help extend trade both 

in terms of the number of partners involved as well as the range of goods and services 

traded. Investments for joint ventures between the countries would best open up the route for 

enhancing goods trade. 

 

The CII – JETRO Report on “Japan- India Business Cooperation in Asia Africa Region" was 

launched at the session along with a website on India-Japan Business Cooperation in Asia – 

Africa. 
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Key Recommendations 

 India and Africa could work together in areas such as technology transfer, skilling, 

agriculture, healthcare, solar energy, technology parks, railway infrastructure among 

others. 

 India should use AfCFTA as a platform to access the African Continent.  

 India should develop infrastructure in terms of railways, air and maritime through a PPP 

approach. 

 Indian Industry to invest in sectors such as pharmaceuticals, agriculture and food 

processing, healthcare and ICT in Namibia. 

 India and Angola could work together in sectors such as telecom, oil and gas and 

pharmaceuticals among others. 

 Exim Bank of India could help finance procurement of machinery, technology and know-

how in Africa.  

 CII and the Association of Ghana Industries should work together to facilitate private 

sector cooperation between Indian and Ghanian Industry. 
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Session on “India-Africa Forum Summit IV (IAFS IV) - Addressing Critical Needs 

of African Countries”  

Mr S Kuppuswamy, Co-Chair, CII Africa Committee moderated the session. In his remarks 

he mentioned that India Africa Forum Summit III (IAFS-III) played a defining role in 

deepening India-Africa bilateral cooperation, with India offering US$10 billion for 

development projects in Africa over a 5-year period, 50,000 slots for training opportunities, 

scholarships and capacity building for beneficiaries from Africa. He also mentioned that 

tremendous progress has been made in implementing the commitments made during the 

IAFS Summit. 

 

Hon. Dr Lemogang Kwape, Minister of International Affairs and Cooperation, Republic of 

Botswana highlighted that many African countries are endowed with rich minerals and 

natural resources however there is a need to address developmental challenges like 

providing employment, poverty, healthcare infrastructure, limited infrastructure and financial 

sector. The country is looking forward to convening of 4 th IAFS aiming to strengthen India-

Africa partnership and harnessing true potential in key sectors including agriculture, 

innovation, infrastructure, energy and healthcare. Dr Kwape invited Indian businesses to 

come forward and invest in various sectors including renewal energy sector, jewellery 

industry, financial sector and manufacturing. He also mentioned the need to have ICT 

training which would make Botswana a knowledge-based economy and not just resource-

based economy. 

 

Hon. Dr Rania A. Al Mashat, Minister of International Cooperation, Arab Republic of Egypt 

in her remarks referred Egypt as a gateway to Africa. She stressed on the need to have 

summits like 15th CII – Exim Bank digital conclave on India Africa project partnership 

playing a vital role in strengthening India – Africa partnership. She urged Indian industry 

benefitting from free trade agreement to capitalize and penetrate over masses in Africa, 

Arab and Europe through Swiss Canal access and collaborate to harness the great 

potential that exist. 
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Hon. Lt. Gen. Dr Sibusiso B Moyo, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, 

Republic of Zimbabwe in his remarks highlighted that despite COVID-19 challenges, the 

economic growth prospects of African countries remain robust. Huge potential lies in joint 

ventures between manufacturers, investors, industrialists and public sector in sectors 

including agriculture, mining, energy, infrastructure and services. Allowing India to harness 

the true potential in sustainable manner, there is a need for African countries to open up 

through investment friendly policies. Huge potential lies in healthcare sector by providing 

access to life saving medicines and medical equipment at affordable prices. Dr Moyo also 

urged Indian Government to extend duty free trade preferential to low income African 

countries including Zimbabwe. 

 

Hon. Mr V Muraleedharan, Minister of State for External Affairs, Government of India 

addressed the session and mentioned that India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) is a cast in 

the tradition of enduring friendship, mutual understanding and cooperation between India 

and the African countries. He highlighted the guiding principles articulated by prime Minister 

Narendra Modi ji including intensifying and deepening our engagement with Africa; 

development partnership to be guided by Africa’s priorities; keeping markets open and 

making it easier and more attractive to trade with India; harnessing India’s experience with 

digital revolution to support Africa’s development; improving Africa’s agriculture; addressing 

the challenges of climate change; strengthening cooperation and mutual capabilities in 

combating terrorism and extremism; working with African nations to keep the oceans open 

and free for the benefit of all nations. He also mentioned about two significant multilateral 

initiatives that India has launched in recent years including International Solar Alliance and 

Coalition on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure. 

 

Hon. Eisenhower Mkaka, M.P, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Malawi in his remarks 

mentioned that digitalization is a socio-economic tool of development and there is a need 

for diversification of export basket of LDCs as LDCs are largely exporting raw material. 

India has comparative advantage in most of the sectors including education, health, solar 

energy, tourism and hence sharing best practices with African countries would go a long 

way. 
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Key Recommendations 

 Conduct ICT training to help make African countries knowledge-based economies and not 

just resource-based economies 

 There is a need to have a multi-stakeholder platform 

 There is a need to address developmental challenges in order to harness true potential 

 Extending duty free tariff preferential to low income African countries including Zimbabwe 

and Malawi 

 Diversification of export basket of LDCs in Africa 
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Session on “Harnessing Africa’s Agriculture & Food Sectors for Regional and 

Global Needs” 

Mr. Rajesh Sharma, Chairman and Managing Director, Ion Exchange (India) Limited opened 

the session by highlighting the actue shortage of food production in Africa. The food imports 

stand at $15million USD and the population in the continent is said to increase from 1.2 billion 

to 2.5 billion in the coming years which calls for urgent steps for greater cultivation, food 

production and therefore food security. From the 60-65 percent arable land only 5-7 percent 

is utilized. India can help scale up the food and agriculture sector in Africa by sharing best 

practices such as green and white revolution; offering line of credit (LoC); cooperation in 

R&D, technology, farming infrastructure projects, digital technology, marketing and farming 

mechanization. Private entities can also contribute more with the help of schemes to partner 

with African counter parts especially in food processing sector. The session moderator invited 

inputs on the need for addressing the lack of technology, skilled irrigation facilities and 

cultivation steps. African countries have the potential to be a contributor to the food basket of 

the world and a source of prosperity for the economies through modern and cultivation 

techniques than can focus on food production and income generation for the youth. 

  

Dr. Saad Nassar, Senior Advisor, Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation, Arab 

Republic of Egypt expressed that Covid has shown that the agriculture sector is able to deal 

with the crises having limited impact. In fact, Egypt’s agro-based exports rose during the 

pandemic. He said that it is important to continue increasing agriculture production and 

achieve self-sufficiency of the food sector in African countries. He listed some of the 

challenges as gap in local food production, global climate change, desertification, impact on 

biodiversity, water scarcity, low productivity and most importantly lack of capital. India and 

Egypt can work together through technology transfer, R&D, capacity building programs and 

financing of projects. Mentioning the 2030 strategy plan for the agriculture sector, he listed 

the objectives as optimum allocation of resources; increasing sectorial growth rate from 2.4 to 

4.8 percent; increasing food production especially of wheat, oil, sugar, etc. thereby 

contributing more to the agro-based exports; opening up labor opportunities for upheaval and 

raising income of the rural population. He concluded by stated their commitment towards 



 
 
 
 
 

 

29 

Africa 2063 and working with India in improving food security in the African region. He also 

invited partnerships with the Agricultural Centre of Egypt for more dialogue, joint forums and 

engagement on agricultural research. 

 

Dr. Waly Diouf, Coordinator of the National Rice Self Sufficiency Programme, Republic of 

Senegal stated that agriculture has great potential as its vital in improving inclusive growth. 

The sector employs a significant share of the population, encourages exchanges between 

African countries, rural development and productivity. However, it is important to modernize 

facilities with latest technologies keeping in mind the current climatic issues. He suggested 

focusing on use of quality seeds, mechanization of land, agro food and processing to drive 

local development and finally marketing to generate revenue and accessibility for building the 

local value chain. 

 

Mr. Rajiv Wahi, Chief Executive-International Business, Escorts Limited shared that Covid led to 

changing business models with some sectors shutting down and few emerging sectors coming 

up. Indian agricultural sector is one of the sectors that has shown growth and would also help 

boost the morale for other sectors facing challenges. Highlighting the global issue of food 

security, he said there was a need to identify what and where to grow. Africa holds a major 

opportunity with over 50 percent of its unexplored cultivable land and with the agriculture sector 

set to grow from $313 billion USD in 2013 to $1 trillion in 2030. He listed the issues of heavy food 

imports, low yield, climatic conditions, lack of scientific development, no value addition, poverty 

and insignificant agriculture sector contribution to GDP. Mr Wahi mentioned the need to shift 

focus from under to above the soil i.e. from mining/natural resources extraction to the agriculture 

sector. Government bodies need to prioritize towards logistical support, retail financing options, 

and facilitation of tractorization / mechanization, irrigation, seed and fertilizers, training and skill 

development including soft skills to develop small businesses. India can share its success story 

in Africa, which has the potential to achieve 20 times of India’s growth. He concluded by inviting 

long-term relations with African countries to boost the agriculture sector. 

 

Mr. Ramachandran Ottappathu, Director & CEO, Choppies Enterprises Ltd, Botswana shared 

his experience in the retail and backward integrated operations within the agriculture sector in 
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Africa. He said that in the agricultural sector, Africa is not showing favorable GDP trends 

apart from South Africa. He invited Indian companies to tap onto the various opportunities in 

several sectors wherein joint venture partnerships with local businesses and cooperative 

models can be taken up to add value build sustainable value chains. He said there was 

immense scope for agricultural machinery, financial institutions, food processing, packaging, 

marketing (especially in unique products for distribution abroad), water purification/recycling, 

hybrid seeds, product development, breeding, production and further exports of livestock, 

dairy (to build a self-sufficient model in Africa) and leather based products. He concluded by 

encouraging Indian companies to look at marketing/promoting of agro products from Africa to 

the world as a potential business model. 

 

Mr. Dawood Bin Ozair, Chief Executive Officer, Blue Star International FZCO gave a brief 

introduction of the company and the relevance of the refrigeration in India as well as Africa as 

the need for better meat and food storage through cold storage has been on the rise. While 

mentioning the issues of low returns from the agrarian economies, food waste due to 

unfavorable climatic conditions, post harvest loss of nearly 30 percent of the produce in 

Africa, he emphasized on the importance of not only food security but food sustainability too. 

The problems of temperature, humidity, air velocity, and atmospheric composition could be 

easily solved using cold chain storage technology that is eco-friendly and would provide 

desirable conditions for maintaining food freshness. He invited to partner with African 

counterparts in providing food preservation solutions with regards to design, manufacturing, 

installation and maintenance of cold chain storage units.  

    

Mr. Kunal Mutha, Director, Mohan Mutha Exports Pvt. Ltd focused on the need to bring in 

efficiency in food production. After giving a brief introduction of the company in exports, 

packaging and business in African markets; he said that efficiency would be through the 

effective use of packaging. The primary and secondary packaging helps provides the 

required information about the product, determines the transportation method, improve shelf 

life and also the desired quantity it is to be stored in. Thus, packaging plays a crucial role in 

reducing food loss and food waste and use of modernized technology in this field can 

contribute to building a better strategy for food security.  
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Dr Alexander Elford Bulirani, Controller of Agriculture Services (Institutions), Ministry of 

Agriculture Irrigation and Water Development, Malawi expressed his gratitude to the well-timed 

decision of organizing the Conclave as the new Government was being formed and the 

Conclave acted as an important platform to share the nation’s objectives, plans and strategy in 

Africa particularly agriculture. After giving a brief introduction of Malawi’s economy, he 

mentioned that one of the issues faced was the pattern on small and fragmented land holdings 

by farmers. Despite the high quality of the produce there was lack of a sustainable value chain 

and preference towards traditional methods of farming acted as a hindrance. In order to resolve 

this the Government has taken up the approach focused on shifting small-scale farmers 

towards medium and large-scale farming through “Thematic Mega Farms” having their own 

value chains. This is intended for increasing the domestic and international marketing outreach 

of the farm produce; assisting more farmers through mechanization, technology, HYV seeds, 

credit and financial advisory services; increasing labour opportunities; transformation and 

efficiency of the agriculture sector. He concluded by inviting more line of credit for the new 

strategy from India, which has been a faithful partner to Malawi.   

 

Key Recommendations 

 India to contribute by providing HYV seeds and mechanization for increasing the quality of 

yield. 

 Need to use appropriate technology and farming methods keeping in mind the availability 

of water and wastewater management techniques. 

 Reduce food wastage through improved processing and packaging methods. 

 India can share its experiences in application of technology related to automation and 

digitization so as to increase farm efficiency in Africa.  

 There is immense scope in building agricultural research partnerships between India and 

Africa that are focused on soft skills and trainings as well. 

 Setting up of Cold storage facilities can be considered to avoid food loss. 

 Self-reliance and food security must be looked as hand in hand as Africa’s land has the 

potential be a net contributor to the food basket of the world.  
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Valedictory Session: Reimagining India-Africa Partnerships in a Changing 

World 

The valedictory session of the 15th CII – EXIM Bank Digital Conclave on India Africa Project 

Partnership was held on 24 September 2020.  

 

Delivering the keynote address, Hon Gen (Rtd) Dr C G D N Chiwenga, Vice President, 

Republic of Zimbabwe, noted that the relations between India and Africa are not ephemeral 

but historical and solid. Finding innovative ways to strengthen our relations, especially in 

times of COVID is important, and the digital conclave, he added, was a testament to that. It is 

important to encourage the private sector to invest more, with greater facilitation from 

governments, especially in areas where India – Africa trade has not reached its full potential, 

like agriculture, energy, and healthcare.  

 

The Duty-Free Tariff Preference (DFTP) that India extends to African LDCs has been a key 

driver of growth for trade between the regions. He suggested that the scope of the preference 

could be extended to more African countries, which would benefit India too, especially in light 

of the African Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA). He acknowledged the 

importance of the India Africa Forum Summit as a unique platform which creates a 

collaborative rubric of solidarity, mutuality, and partnership.  

 

Mr Alem Tsehaye Woldemariam, Dean of African Diplomatic Corp & Ambassador of the State 

of Eritrea to India, noted that India – Africa relations have been elevated by the India – Africa 

Forum Summit, guiding the relationship towards new synergies. Simplifying procedures to 

take advantage of Indian Lines of Credit, is a critical next step to increasing India Africa 

partnership and ensuring that countries do not depend on other sources of credit, he said. He 

noted that PM Modi, during his speech to the Ugandan parliament in 2018, laid out 10 guiding 

principles, foremost among them being a relationship based on African priorities. This has 

helped galvanize our relations. He suggested that debt cancellation by India for African 

partners who are suffering due to the ill effects of COVID would be a helpful next step to 

strengthen our relations.  
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Dr Anup Wadhawan, Commerce Secretary, Government of India, observed that centring the 

aspirations of our societies and citizens is a cornerstone of Africa – India relations. He 

emphasised that India and Africa must collaborate to make key multilateral organisations like 

the WTO, UN, and G20, which have faltered in recent times, more democratic, transparent, 

and representative. He acknowledged the role of the WTO in keeping markets open, but 

emphasised that the agreed development agenda must be taken forward in order to reinstate 

the faith of developing countries in the system. He noted that in 2008, India was among the 

first countries to give non-reciprocal tariff preference and market access to African LDCs 

which has allowed our trade to increase from US$7 billion in 2001 to US$ 66 billion in recent 

times. The next step would be to build bridges between the youth of Africa and India to create 

a skilled workforce to contribute to future growth. 

 

The India – Africa partnership has remained strong even during the pandemic, observed Mr 

Rahul Chhabra, Secretary (ER), Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India. He noted 

that with multiple meetings taking place virtually at the Prime Ministerial and Ministerial level, 

we have leapfrogged our relations further, helping reimagine the partnership. He observed 

that the way in which India and Africa have collaborated during the pandemic, with mutual 

issues like short period to prepare and limited access to technology, is a testament to the 

strength of our relations.  

 

We have collaborated effectively in six key areas – Politics, Trade and Investment, 

Development Partnership, Health and Pharma, Defence and Security, and International fora 

like the UN and the ISA. The groundwork is in place to buttress this relationship, he said.  

 

Ms. Harsha Bangari, Deputy Managing Director, Exim Bank of India, noted that the conclave 

had highlighted key growth areas for investment like agriculture and healthcare. The AfCFTA 

and successful regional integration would be key to Africa’s post pandemic recovery, she 

said. While the pandemic has increased government spending unexpectedly, innovative ways 

to collaborate like PPPs must be used to fill the financing gaps in key energy infrastructure 

and healthcare projects. Our lack of delivery on the SDG goals like energy access has made 

the situation worse during the pandemic. Greater private sector participation is key.  
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Mr. Chandrajit Banerjee, Director General, Confederation of Indian Industry, observed that 

Indian private companies are moving into diverse sectors in Africa with sizable investments. 

In the process, they are also playing a vital part in Africa’s industrialisation and valued-added 

business activities. Rapid growth of the Indian and African economies have created myriad 

bilateral partnership opportunities and businesses on both sides have sought to fully leverage 

the emerging partnership opportunities, he said. He noted that upscaling investment will 

require bolstering infrastructure in Africa through enhanced and innovative financing and 

better planning and execution strategies is important. Infrastructure financing deficit in Africa 

is estimated to be over $100 billion annually, and here is a huge opportunity for Indian 

infrastructure companies.  
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Export-Import Bank of India (India Exim Bank) was set up in 1982 by an Act of Parliament and is fully owned by 

the Government of India (GOI). The Bank is the principal financial institution for coordinating the working of 

institutions engaged in financing exports and imports.   

India Exim Bank, has over the years, played a catalytic role in facilitating India’s integration with the global 

economy by promoting, financing and facilitating India’s international trade and investment. The Bank’s range of 

programmes have helped Indian enterprises become competitive and develop a global footprint. Assistance is 

given to export-oriented companies by way of term loans for setting up production facilities, 

expansion/modernisation/upgradation of existing facilities and for acquisition of production equipment or 

technology. 

The Bank also plays a key role in implementing GOI’s policies and strategies in developing and enhancing 

global partnerships and lays special emphasis on extension of Lines of Credit to overseas entities, national 

governments, regional financial institutions and commercial banks. The Bank extends Buyers’ credit and 

Suppliers’ credit to support India’s exports and has a programme called the Buyer’s Credit under National 

Export Insurance Account (NEIA) to facilitate medium and long-term exports from India.   

India Exim Bank has recently introduced the Ubharte Sitaare Programme (USP) to support Indian companies 

from various sectors, which are successful domestically but not in the export markets. The Bank will identify and 

support companies possessing differentiated product, process or technology through a mix of structured support 

under USP. 

 The Bank provides research inputs to the GOI and also works with State governments, developing strategies to 

augment exports. Several overseas Governments and institutions have engaged the Bank as a Consultant for 

institution building and capacity development.    

India Exim Bank also supports rural enterprises in their quest to reach international markets through financial 

and technical interventions.  

www.eximbankindia.in  

Export-Import Bank of India 
Centre One Building, Floor 21, World Trade Centre Complex, Cuffe Parade, Mumbai 400 005 

T : (91 22) 22172600 • F: (91 22) 22182572 • E: ccg@eximbankindia.in 
• W: www.eximbankindia.in, www.eximmitra.in  

 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––   Follow us on   ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

  

 

  

http://www.eximbankindia.in/
mailto:ccg@eximbankindia.in
http://www.eximbankindia.in/
http://www.eximmitra.in/
https://www.facebook.com/eximbankindia
https://twitter.com/IndiaEximBank
https://www.linkedin.com/company/export-import-bank-of-india
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyf8dirG3tONzbkktNX9eWQ
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The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) works to create and sustain an environment conducive to the 

development of India, partnering industry, Government and civil society, through advisory and consultative 

processes. 

For 125 years, CII has been working on shaping India’s development journey and, this year, more than ever 

before, it will continue to proactively transform Indian industry’s engagement in national development. 

CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed organization, with about 9100 

members from the private as well as public sectors, including SMEs and MNCs, and an indirect membership of 

over 300,000 enterprises from 288 national and regional sectoral industry bodies.  

CII charts change by working closely with Government on policy issues, interfacing with thought leaders, and 

enhancing efficiency, competitiveness and business opportunities for industry through a range of specialized 

services and strategic global linkages. It also provides a platform for consensus-building and networking on key 

issues.  

Extending its agenda beyond business, CII assists industry to identify and execute corporate citizenship 

programmes. Partnerships with civil society organizations carry forward corporate initiatives for integrated and 

inclusive development across diverse domains including affirmative action, livelihoods, diversity management, 

skill development, empowerment of women, and sustainable development, to name a few. 

With the Theme for 2020-21 as Building India for a New World: Lives, Livelihood, Growth, CII will work with 

Government and industry to bring back growth to the economy and mitigate the enormous human cost of the 

pandemic by protecting jobs and livelihoods.  

With 68 offices, including 9 Centres of Excellence, in India, and 9 overseas offices in Australia, China, Egypt, 

Germany, Indonesia, Singapore, UAE, UK, and USA, as well as institutional partnerships with 394 counterpart 

organizations in 133 countries, CII serves as a reference point for Indian industry and the international business 

community. 
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